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1 Beloved i in our Lak? | F | 
FS nt without is rare AA ow 
| the following Diſcourſe to come abroad, 
1 having % lately ventar d "to expoſe my 
ſelf upon a like 8 on. I fpedk ey Gs 


am conſcious of my. unfitneſs to writt in an Age ſo 
Critical and Cenſoriout. Thad much rather that an 


this Occaſion Days ſhould: have ſpoken, Aham one Joan : I 

who is jo vaſtly inferior to the Deceaſed im Gm m 
Learning and Ears. And I have ofte often rhomght, le |} 
1 preach'd on the Death f your "Bxcollene' Paſtor, 3 


that a Sermon ſo mean to celebrate the Memory of 4 
Man ſo Great, —_ be interpreted rather a Slight - 
than a Token of S. pect. 23 you, my Bre. 
thren, have "Ay _ ro thi {evenly „„ 
yet fear that Wr, Men will hardly forgive n, 
that ] have venturd on a Tast ſo much above me; 
10801 uu - & 7 


However T have this FED tht T Thave done | 


\S# WL 


nike Diyine Had to promote the common Salya- = 


en | NS J % P1660! 


(y 


vs ler your — that I expoſe it 9 Pub- 
ck — nut | chet I expett you ſhould. anſwer for 
my Faults ; tho this 1 muſt ſay, *tis your” Fault that 
you had no better a Sermon: But ſuch as this is, 1 
hope, ſince you caus'd it to be preachd, and now to 


be publiſ/d, you will let your Prayers meet mine 


at. the Throne of Grace, that it may be. ſerviceable 


tent he traue Intereſt of Religion. And if God ſpall 
bleſev4t: to any. good Purpoſe, to Saints or 2 


7 defire be may have all the Glory, while 1 ho 


fo mach Honour as to be imploy d as an Inſtrument 


an. Leummend you to God, and the Wordof his 
Airnce, whith. is alle to-build you up, 8, fo ge 
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Job + £47" — — the days of my 22 8 


time will 1 Wo! tiff my change come. e e 


r N this Lin we . ah great Excreiſcoand Ne 


and Hardſhi ps to humble and prove us, in order 
to make us meet for a more. nappy State. . 


als, as did the Children of 1/racl in the Wilder- 
... neſs: God leads us through many D.fficulties 


_ Eliphaz.tells us, That Man is born to trouble, as the Job 5. 7. 


"Sparks fly apward, i. e. naturally. 
2 This C Chapter, of which my Text is a part, 


aſſures us, That Mas that is born of a Woman, is of 


few. das, "and - full of trouble. So that to x pine at 
what is, inſeparable from Humanity (conſid. d. as 
Fallen) is in effect to be Alles d hat we are Men. 
And with as much reaſon ma 11 murmur that God 
Adar creare, us Angels, 05 th we are not immedi- 


. ately tranſlated to Heaven, 
of ſeveral Years from the e Womb to the Grave; Hea 


ven being the only Place exempt from Inconveniency 
and Trdubie, ics alone is no Sin or 


is 


5 — — No part of our rime bu hath is 
portion of. Gare and Trouble aflign'd to it. 
Our Saviour told us, ſufficient to. the day is the Bil 
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And Job in the be- 
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Sorrow, 


Clamour or Pain: But in this lower Region every Da 
opening to us a ne / Scene of Miſery, in which we 
behold the Vanity of the World, and the Frailty 3 
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ral Wade for the ſame thing. I ſpeak of Human Life 
indefinitely, whether that bt a Prince ox a Beggar ; for 
thoſe that arerais'd to the bigheſt pitch of '"Honour in 
"this World, meet with many things thatoccafion their 
Lt diſqu iet and uneaſineſs, as well as thoſe that ſtand up- 
on on Ground. Indeed it muſt be own'd there 
is a viſible difference betwixt the Righteous and the 
Wicked nom in ſome reſpe&s. Yet the Diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence are promiſcuouſly adminiſter'd 
to both. The moſt Excellent of the Earth are not ex 
empted from thoſe Diſeaſes and Troubles that lead + 
. dowato the gloomy Shades of the Grave. Man comet 
forth like « Flower, and is cut down; he fleeth alſo a «a 
. Shadow, and continueth not. A very Elegant Deſcrip- 
tion of Man's natural Frailty: 4 Flower quickly 


5 up and appears beautiſul, but as ſuddenly is de- 
lea d by a rude Hand, or blaſted by the Wind, or 
er d by the Sun. He fleeth as a Shadow, and conti- 
N vor: The Sun is no ſooner ſet, or wrapt inthe 

'Mantle of a thick Cloud, but the Shadow doth fud- 

= denly diſappear and entirely vaniſh; ſo uncertain and 
ver. 3. = fading is the Life of Man. And doft thou open thine 
Eyes upon ſuch a one, and bringeſt me into judgment with 


: 2 d. Doſt thou ſtrictly obferve my ways, that 

myſt find cauſe to puniſh a Creature ſo mean 

In Iam? Am J capable of contending with Heaven, 

that thou bringeſt me into 144 t with thee? r. 

| Thou haſt rebuk'd me by e Judgments, and tha! 
unujnue been conſtrain d — ead With thee, yer rhy Dread 
ver. 4. hath made me afraid. Who can bring a clean thing owt of 
2443 unclean? not one. "Ihe Seed of Believers are pol- 
„Iuted, as well as the Children of Infidels: I own (s 
Þ if he ſhould fay) that I am originally defil'd ; hut 
ſince tis the common Locef all Men, let my Miſery 
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Mr. William Collins. 1 
rather move the Divine Pity, than excite the Rigours — | 
of inflexible Juſtice to puniſh me in a peculiar and — 
wa, the ver. ,s. 


terrible manner. Seeing his Days are deter min 
number of his Months are with thee, thou haft appointed © 
his Bounds that he cannot paſs ; turn from him that 
he may reſt, till he. has accompliſÞ'd, as a Hireling, bu 
Day: 4. 4. Relax and abate the Troubles I groan 
under, till I have fimſh'd my Courſe, and liv'd out the 
reſidue of my limited Time. And when that is come, 
Nan lieth down, and riſeth not till the Heavens be no ver. 12. 
more; they ſball not awake, nor be raiſed out of their _ 
fleep. The Heavens ſhall not abſolutely ceaſe to be, 
but to be as they now are. The Apoſtle Perer-indeed 
ſpeaks of the Heavens paſſing away with a great noiſe ; 2 Pet. 3. 
and aſſures us that they ſhall be diſſolv d by Fire, i. e. a.,, 
they ſhall be wonderfully refin'd. I ſee no reaſon to 
conclude that their Subſtance ſhall be annililated; tho 
they may paſs under a conſiderable Change in:regard 
of their qualities; when Man ſhall awake from his mor 2 * 
tal ſſumber, and ſpring from his bed of Duſt. L N 
: which Job utters a _ pathetick Wiſh; O-zhat thou Job 14.13, 
woculdit hide me in the Grave, that thou would keep me _— 
Ferret until thy Wrath be paſt, that thou wouldſt ap- 
point me a ſet time, and remember me! In-which words 
he deſires that God would either eaſe him of his Af. 
flictions, or put an end to his Life and them together. 
In the beginning of the next Verſe, he propoſes a 
Matter by way of Query, which may carry in it an 
Affirmation accompanied with Joy; F 4 Max die, 
ſhall he live again? As if he ſhould ſay, Is it true 
Les I find it is, he ſhall undoubtedly /zve again Some - 
indeed give the words a quite different turn, and ' 
make the Queſtion equivalent to an abſolute Denial: 
If a Man die, ſhalt be live again; i. e. (ſay they bend 
Wh „ : + ſhall 
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rol their Cenſures, and not a little tended to his own 


de rr not have been ſuch a remarkable Inſtance f 


which ſpeaks plainly of a natural Death, and a pro- 


diormer part of the Verſe according to the firſt Senſe 
| Lead, viz. That if a Man died, twas certain 
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= ſhall not, namely i in this World. And gecerdingly 
they underſtand the Change that Jab ſpeaks of in the 
Text, to be no other — Change of his Condition 
in this Life, from a low and adverſe, to a flouriſ 
and proſperous State. Which Senſe ſeems forc d and 
Not genuine: For we do not read that God ever re- 
veaPd any fuch thing to Job, and no doubt if there 
had been ſuch a Revelation, he would have ſpoken of 
it to his Friends, which would have repelbd — Force 


Vindication. Moreover, upon the ſuppolition: that 
Jeb had ſuch a diſcovery concerning the end of his 
Afflictions, and future Advancement even in this Life; 


Patience. Nor can I think we ſhould have heard from 
him any Expreſſions inconſiſtent with ſuch a Revelati- 
on, as there are ſeveral ſcatterd through this Book. 

Finally, This Senſe does not accord with the Context, 


RefirreQion. I therefore chuſe to underſtand; the 


he ſhould riſe again. But then follows the Text- 
All the «99 f my- eppointed time wwe 15 ait, ue. my 
chung come. 

There are two Senſes in 3 to this Chas 
T mentions in the Text, which I ſhall diftinQly.conk 15 
der and improve. Firſt, Some by this Change in the 
Text, underſtand that Change that ſhall be made ußon 
| the Hod at the Reſarrection; and then tis as if — 

ſhould have ſaid, All the days that are appointed 

« for my lying in the Grave, ſhall my Soul wait int OY 
Heaven for the revival of my Bodo, which h 
40 * . a mighty Change at the * 
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_ &4.the/Juſt. - And of this mind are ſome very Learn 
ed and Judieious Interpreters. And if the words are 
underſtood in this Senſe, then this maiting - muſt refer OY 
to that Diſpoſition which is in the Spirits. of jaſt Men 

made perfett : which Deſire does not in the leaſt create 
any Uneaſineſs or Impatience, for that would damp 
their Joys, and interrupt their Felicity; but it is ſuch 
an Exxpectation, and ſuch a Waiting, as conſiſts with . 
the eaſe and pleaſure of an happy Spirit. And certain- 
ly *tis very agreeable to the Rational Nature of this 
Immortal Subſtance to wait for the change of that Bo- N 
dy it was created to inhabit, ſeeing tis aſſur'd it hal! 
be endow'd with a vaſt acceſſion of new Qualities, | 
when ꝛ tis rais'd from the Dead to be put on a ſecond 
I ſhall therefore briefly recite a few things with re- 
ſpect to the Properties of the raiſed Bodys of the 
Saints, to ſhew that tis rational for a happy Human 
Spirit to wait for ſuch 4 Boa. . 


Firſt, The Bodies of the Saints at the Reſurrection 
ſhall be ſpiritual; ſo ſays the Apoſtle, It i ſomm 4 15+ . 
natural or f animal Body, it is rais'd; 4 ſpiritual Bod... 
Obſerve, tis a Body till, tis a material Subſtance, 
only ſublimated or rais'd to a higher degree of 223 | 
Our Bodies now are groſ5- and ſluggiſh, and do very 
much hinder the aſpirations of our Souls; but here- 
after they ſhall be refind from the Dregs of Matter. I 
do not mean that they ſhall commence Spirits, 
but that they ſhall be greatly purified. There is a 
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_ vaſt difference betwixt certain Portions of Matter 
now; for inſtance (as I have elſewhere ſhewn) be- 
twixt the animal Spirits in the Brain, and the groſſer. 
parts of the Body; betwixt a Lamp of Clay, and the re- 
fim Matter of the Air; betwixt the Earth, and the Sun 
That ſhines upon it: yet all theſe are material Subſtances. 
And if we can diſcover ſo great a difference in mate- 
rial things om, we may conclude we ſhall diſcern a 
much greater hereafter, when the Bodies of the Saints 
ſhall be raĩs'd and refin'd to that degree, as to anſwer 
the Deſcription of the Apoſtle, who aſſures us they 
_ ſhall be "pap lay And this not only on the ac- 
count of the Improvements that ſhall be made on ſuch - 
Bodies by the acceſſion of new Qualities ; but on the. 
account of their being better fitted to ſerve the Spirits 
that ſhall govern them. Here our Bodies are heavy 
- Weights, and great Incumbrances to our Spirits; but 
the time is haſtning when the Noble Machines ſhall he 
as ſerviceable to our Souls, as was. Elijab's fiery Cha- 
riot, which convey*d him into that Preſence where- 
_ * Spirits ſhine with the Beauties of Holineſs; and burn 
with the Ardours of Divine Love. The natural Groſs- 
i de of our Bodies now, is the occaſion of much * Ig. 
AàAarantce and Sin: The) are as thick Veils to hinder our 
—* _ phofpedt, but at the Reſurrection the)'l be as tranſparent 
 DMerainms to promote our Rnomledg. Fhey ſhall be 
it Vehicles to-ferve our Spirits, and agreeable Helps 
to our Devotion. That our Contemplations nom on 
the Material and Intellectual World, are mightily 
hinder'd by tlie groſſneſs of the Organs of our Bo- 
dies, is too evident to be deny'd ; for when the Eye is 
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aſſiſted 


aſſiſted by Art (as a * Learned Man remarks) it is let 


into a new World of Creatures, and an infinite a- 


greeable variety of Motions, Figures, and Contex- 
tures, Which we can diſcern nothing of by our naked 


Sight: But this, and much more, after the Reſurection 
ſhall be diſcover'd by the naked Eye. O what admi- 


rable Traces of Wiſdom and Power ſhall we diſcover 
in the other World, where God and Saints ſhall re. 


ſide! Here with what confuſion and diſorder do we 


both think and reaſon about abſtracted Truths! But 
hereafter, how clear and raviſhing Views ſhall we 
take of the moſt perplext Phenomena of Nature, and 
the deepeſt Myſteries of Grace, when our Bodies ſhall 
be elevated and made ſpiritual, as well as the Capa- 


cities of our Souls enlarg'd ! To how great a degree 
they ſhall be rais'd and refin'd, I dare not determine; 
tho I think 'tis a very probable account which is given 
by an Ingenious Man, v8. That our Bodies in the 
. Reſurrection will continue always the ſame, with · 
“ out perſpiration, or any other evacuation. The 


“ Springs will always have the ſame bent, the Motions 


4 vill all be equally regular, the ſame continual Round 
of the ſame pure vigorous Spirits, and the ſame 
„ Blood moving for ever in a brisk but even Circula- 
e tion. There will be nothing to rebate their Vi. 


gour, or ſlacken their Motiůon; their Imploy will not 


_ exhauſt their Spirits, and therefore they'l have no need 


of Recruits : They ſhall hanger no more, neither thirſt Rer. 


any more. 
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Secondly, The rais d Bodies of the Saints ſhall be 


Dr. Tenniſon new Ap of Cant. in his Serm. on 1 Cor. 15.53. Fag. 4. 
F be. Hody's Reſurredtjon of the (ſame ) Bad) aſſerted, Pag. ag. 
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f2 © 4 Funeral Sermon on 
1 Cor. 19. Immortal and Incorruptible : So the Apoſtleaffirms, For 
53* . this Corruptible muſt put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
muſt put on Immortality. Our Bodies ſhall be deliver'd 
from 4 Diſeaſes as well as from Death it ſelf; and in- 
deed without this an Immortal Body would notbe a ve- 
ry deſirable thing. The unequal Temperature of Hu- 
man Bodies now, and the jarring Principles that com- 
poſe the feeble Structure, do help forward their De- 
cay and Ruin: But nothing that is troubleſom and un - 
eaſy, ſhall ever infeſt the Bodies of the Saints after 
they are rais'd from the Dead: They ſhall enjoy an 
 intire freedom from Pains and Difeaſes, and a com- 
? pleat deliverance from Corruption and Death: For 
Cor. 15. when this Corruptible ſhall put on Incorruption, and this 
* Mortal ſhatl have put on Immortality, then ſhall be 
brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwal: 
loom d up in Vittory, or for“ ever; 10 as that it ſhall 
never have any more power over the Bodies of the 
Saints, which being -rais'd incorruptible, and greatly 
refin'd; ſhall be no more ſubject to Sickneſs or Death, 
but be as immortal as the Spirits to which they 
r J 
The antient Philoſophers in their Writings have aſ. 
ſerted a great many odd Notions, tho I think none 
more unaccountable than that which is advanc'd in 
the Platonict Syſtem, viz. The Doctrine of the Re- 
fſtitution of the World, The ſubſtance of which Doc- 
tine is this, viz, That in a certain ſpace of time eve- 
ry thing that had. been acted in this World ſhould be 
tranſacted over again ; ſo that ſuch as had liv'd and 


th 


n often ſignifies for ever, as 2 Sam. 2. 26. Job 36. 7. Nor 
- 2 Phraſe s'd in any other Senſe in the Septuagint. Vid. Dr. Whitby 
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V0. William Collius ' wp } 
died in Ages paſt, ſhould in Ages to come live again 
as long in the World as they had before, and then die 4 
out of it, and that theſe Changes ſhhold run in a Cir- 
cle for ever. By which kind of vain Philoſoph they 
would infer Corruption and Mortality after the Re- _ 
ſurrection. But the Chriſtian Inſtitution admits of  * © 
no Doctrine ſo uncomfortable and abſurd: for- our 
Bleſſed Saviour is very expreſs, when he gives a Re- 
turn to the captious Inquiry of the Sadduces concern. _ 
ing a Woman that had had ſeven Husbands, Whoſe 
| Wife of the ſeven this Woman ſhould be at the Reſur- |, 
rection? Im anſwer te this our Lord ſhews-them; 
that they went upon a falſe Principle, and that their 
Ignorance of the Scripture was the cauſe of their 
Miſtake, The. falſe Principle they went upon- was, 
that there would be'marrying and giving in marriage 
after the Reſurrection, To which our Saviour an 
ſwers, But they who ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain Luke 20 
that World, and the Reſurrection from the Dead, net. 35, 3% 
ther marry nor are given in marriage: And then ſub- © 
joins this ſolid Reaſon, Neither can they die any mores 
for they are equal unto the Angelos 1 
Thirdly, After the Reſurrection the Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be ſtrong. Inthis the Apoſtle is alſo ex- 
preſs It is ſomn in Weakneſs, it is rais'd in Power, 1 Cor. 13. 
How feeble are the Saints now! and how ſmall a # 
Matter diſorders the Humane Structure! Man in bis 
beſt eſtate is altogether Vanity, in regard of his natu- 
ral Frailty, as well as his moral Conduct. And we 7 
are ſaid, To have our Foundation in the Duſt, to dwell * 
in Hanſes of Clay, and to be cruſh'd before the Moth, _ 
An Hair or a Fly, a little Heat or a little Cold, a noxi- 


ous Vapour or a contagious Atom, is enough to un- 
bin 


I Funeral Sermon on 
pin the Fabrick, and throw down the Tabernacle we 
dell in: But when this ſhall be rais'd and rebuilt, 
it ſhall be ſo ſtrong, as not to ſuffer by ſmaller Ac- 
 cidents, or a greater Force; its Strength ſhall be ſo 

advancd, that its ſwifteſt Motion ſhall be without 

wearineſs, and its Life, as durable as Eternit), ſhall 

not draw upon it the leaſt decay: We ſhall then be 
like the Angels, whoſe Property *tis to excel! in 
ſctrengtd. „ 3 G11? * 


 Fourthly, The Bodies of the Saints at the Refur- 
rection ſhall be Celeſtial and Glorious. Of both theſe 
 Epithets the Apoſtle ſpeaks; And as we have: born 
1 Cor. 15. the Image of the-Earthy, we ſhall alſo bear tlie Image 
45 ef the Heavenly. It's cal'd a Heavenly Body from 
| the place of its abode, a Place ſo pleaſant that the In- 
habitants of it, the finleſs Angels, cannot deſcribe it in 
tits utmoſt Beauty and Glory: How low then muſt be 
bur Conceptions of it, while confin'd to this dark and 
miſty Region'! Yet the Holy Scriptures ſay as much 
concerning thar, and the Glory of the rais'd Bodies of 
8 Saints, as is neceſſary and convenient for us to 
know. : FF ES oy 
D What Spectacles of Horror are the dead Bodies of 
| the Saints when laid in the Duſt ! But when God 
+. ſhall raiſe them from thoſe Beds, that Corruption with 
Which they lie down ſhall put on Incorruption; ſo that 
they ſhall appear with a great Luſter and Glory 
upon them. For tho the Body is ſomn in Diſhonour, 
- Ver. 43 · it ſball be raisd in Glory. How deform'd ſoever ſome 
Mien are when they die, yet all the Saints ſhall be 
rais d without any thing: defective or redundant. 
Sueh as deſcend into the- Grave, crooked, maimd, 
or blind, ſhall come forth {treight in admirable Propor- 
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Bodies, as well as without any Stain upon their Souls. 
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have ſunk into the Earth with Wrinkles and Fur- 
rows, the Marks of Old Age, ſhall ſpring from thence 
with a ſprightlineſs of Youth, ſet off with a lively 
Colour, and a heavenly Air. The Bodies of the Saints 

at the Reſurrection ſhall have fo great a Luſter and 
Beauty upon them, as ſhall excel the moſt celebrated 
Beauties in-this World... The Children of the Reſur- 
rection will be without any Spot or Wrinkle on their 


No doubt but Adam, while Innocent, was a very 3 
glorious Creature; and therefore an excellent Author br. Hoy. .. 
is of opinion, That the Bodys of the Saints after the 
Reſurrection ſhall he juſt as Adam's was before his 
Fall, only with this; Advantage above it, that they 
ſhall neither need REcruits or. Evacuations. But with 
ſubmiſſion to that Learned Gentleman, I cannot but 
think that the rais'd Bodys of the Saints will in 

other reſpects excel Adam's in Innocency, becauſe ! 

- find tis not Adam's Body before his Fall, but the Bo- 

dy of our Bleſſed Saviour ſince tas rais'd and glori- 

fied, that is made the Model and Pattern hy Which 

ours is to be faorm'd: For the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ou 1 
Ford, ſays, Who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may Phil. 3.11 


be faſbion d like unto his glorious Body, &c. Now con. 
cerning the* glortaus Body of our Bleſſed Saviour, vpe 

may give ſome faint gueſſes at it from the Luſter of 
his Conntenance, and the Glittering of his Garmemts 
when transfigured in Mount Tabor, before Pete, © 


1 


Janes and Joby ; one Evangeliſt ſays, Els Fare did un, 
ſbine as the Sun, and his Raiment was white as the Lights = 

Another ſays, That 4s he pray'd, rhe faſhion of hit yukg.29, . 2 
Countenante was alter d, and his Raiment was white and 
gliftering. His Face dill. ſbine as the Sun. No Crea- 3 


2 


nne 
ture in this World has ſo viſible a Glory as the Sun, 
t of Chriſt's Countenance is 
compar'd to it; not but that it might much excel it, 
and for ought I know all the Beams of Light that iſſue 
from that Globe of Fire, do greatly fall ſhort of the 
Luſter of our. Saviour's transfigur d Countenance : 
and I the rather think thus, becauſe the Luſter that 
was on the other parts of our Saviour's Body, tho co- 
ver'd with Garments, ſeem to have ſhot pointed Rays 
of Glory upon the Garments, which made them ap- 
pear like Light, white. and gliſtering. And all this 
ſeems to be but a Preludium to the greater Glory our 
Lord was to put on after his Reſurrection. And if 
his Body was ſo glorious when it was. but a mortal 
- Body, What Beauty, what Luſter, what exceſs of 
Glory does it ſhine with, now tis a ſpiritual, impaſ- 
fible, immortal Body ! And what Excellencies Gat 
the Bodies of the Saints ſhare, when form'd after this 
bright Pattern at the Reſurrection! But. 
Again, how far the glorified Spirit may tgnd to ad- 
vance the Luſter of the rais'd Body, I cannoꝭ tell: for 
we may obſerve now, that according to the Serenity 
of the Mind, is the Vivacity of the Countenance. 
The Peace and Satisfaction that reign'd in Stephen's 
Breaſt, might be one reaſon of that Seraphick Air 
that appear'd in his Countenance a little before his 
Martyrdom ; tho I deny not but there might be ſome- 
thing extraordinary in this Martyr's Caſe. But add 
to all this, that at the Reſurrection, the finiſhing 
Strokes ſhall be given to the Spouſe. of Chriſt, that 
his Bride ſhall then be ſet off with the brighteſt Orna- 
ments, and the moſt glittering Attire; that the Mar- 
Tiage of the Lamb being come, the Spouſe ſhall be 
without Spot or Wrinkle, in all reſpects prepar'd to 
- Sha © LD - con- 


"0 Mr. William Collins. „ 
conſummate the happy Nuptials, Thus have I fan. 
ly deſcrib'd the rais d Glorified Bodies of the Saints; 
but alas! the half has not been told you, all Images 
are too dark, all Colours too dead, all Words too nar- 
row, and all Thoughts too low, fully to delineate a 
| CGlorified Body. Vet the little, the very | 7 
; have ſaid; being laid together, may ſhow the-reaſona- 0 
bleneſs of a Spirit's waiting in Heaven with delight 
and pleaſure, till that vile Body it dropt at its aſcenſion 
thither, be rais'd and faſhion d like the glorious Body 
of our Bleſſed Saviour. Before I paſs to the ſecond 
Senſe that is given of the Change mention'd in my 
Text, I ſhall briefly name two or three Inferences 
from what has been fac, 
(..) The Spirits of Juſt Men in Heaven are not 
nom ſo perfect as they ſhall be Hhereafter at the firſt Re- 
ſurrection. That the Spirits of .Juſt. Men departed 
are perfect in a Comparative Senſe, cannot be deny d; 
but that they ſhall be rais'd to a higher degree of Per- 
fection, muſt be neceſſarily granted: for tis certain 
they were created to dwell in Flaſb; and tis as certain 
they are not ſo happy, while aaed Spirits, as they 
will be when reunited to their rais'd Glorified Bo- 
dies. So that when 300 2 os, 1 „„ 
ſpeaks of The Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, it muſt eb. 12. 
2 lun Joe Anime, . ith R 
wait for a Good which they do not enjoy, they are not — 
ſo perfect as they will be when that 2 obtain d. Tis = 
true, ſuch Spirits have finiſh'd the Work which Gee 
gave them to do in this World, before they were re: 
moy*d to the other. They are perfectly deliver'd from 
all Trouble and Sorrow, all Sin, and Temptations to 
it; and they are enter'd into the Poſſeſſion of the Heaw 
venly Inheritance; in the injoyment of which hap oe 
Ow” 3 | 'S . | , Ine 


ſhine with a Petfeftidn of Knowledg, Holineſs, and 
. Love: They know 4s they are known, they love as they 
are lovw'd, and they are holy a God is holy. Which 
ſubjetive moral Perfection does not dude but ſup« 
poſe that they poſſeſs ſuch a natural Perfection as is 
Proper to glorify'd Humane Spirits while unclothed: 
for we mult always keep in mind, that God * | 
ly deſign'd they ſhould Joel in Fleſb ; ; and conſequent= 
ly they are not ſo per ſect as they will be when their 
Bodies arerais'd, refin'd, and glorified, in conjundti- | 
on with hoſe Spirits they did formerly inhabit. 
. If rhe Bodies of the Saints ſhall have ſuch- 
an acceſſion of new Qualities when rais'd from 
the Dead, how. careful ſhould we be of ſuch Bodies 
before they die? I mean, that they may not be abus'd 
rdany vile urpoſes; © If were Believers, our Bodies 
are he Temp: „ ihe Holy Gio, and we live in 
ih petite that theſ&very Bodies that are ſo often 
fick and indifpos'd, preſs d with natural Neceſſities, | 
and by” a variety of Accidents render'd weak and 
infirm; hall be raisd incorruptible and immortal. 
Dee we live under the Inffuence of ſuch a Hope? Have 
ve ſuch plorions things in view? Surely this will re- 
ſtrain us from uſing any of the Members of our Bo- 
dies, as: Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs- unto Sin. 
** This is an Inſerence made by the Apoſtle Joh» him- 
ff from a like Propoſition ; ” fo when he had'ſpoken 
concerning the Objects of the Chriſtian Hope, wirh | 
x John 3. reſpect to our lleneſs to Chriſt, and our ſeeing of hins 
2,3. i he i, he adds, And every Man that hath this Hope in 
Hm, purifeth himſelf even as he is pure. Indeed thoſe 
chat expect hereafter a Mahometan Paradiſe of ſen- 
fual Pleafirres, may nom, without any contradiction 
 forhair — * and wu rheiv . Ap- 
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Saviour, to give up all the Members of it to be con- 


ſtantly employ'd in the Service of Sin. 


3.) How ſhould the Hopes of a Glorious Refut- | 


rection hereafter, ſupport and comfort us nom under the 
Infirmities of.a mortal Body ! There is hardly any 
thing in this World that gives us more uneaſineſs and 


trouble than our frail and infirm Bodies; what with 


the Diſeaſes that attend them, and the Clogs they are 
to our Souls, Chriſtians generally groan, being bar- 
dend: But the time is coming when we ſhall know 
no more Sickneſs nor Pain, when we'ſhall neither feel 
| Diſeaſes, nor fear Death; all Complaints ſhall be f- 


| lenc'd,and all Tears be wip'd from our Eyes. Therefore 


tet ſuch as have flouriſhing Souls in languiſhing Bo- 


dies fuſtaio themſelves with this Thought, that tho . 
they drop into the Grave through weakneſs, yet hey , 


ſhall be rais'd by Infinite Power, and beendow*d wit 
ſuch a Beauty and Strength as ſhall neither change 
nor decay, but both exiſt and continue for ever. The 
Apoſtle Paul, after he had told the Theſſa/onian Chri- 


ſtians, that our Lord bimſelf ſhould deſcend from Hea- 
wen with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, and 


Thel 


6. 


with the Tramp of God; that the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 


firſt; adds, Wherefore comfort one another. with theſe Ver. 16. 


(. 4.) If the Spirits of the Juſt in Heaven wait with 
pleaſure for the Reſurrection of their Bodies, then the 


Spirits of the Wicked nom in Priſon expect with terror 


4 
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petites, Dor it would be a very monſtrous and ah. * : 
ſurd thing for one, that expects his Body at the Reſur- 1 
rection to be faſhion'd like the Glorious Body of his 
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the Reſurrection of theirs, Al that are in their Graves, Jahn 3. 


our Saviour aſſures us, {ball came forth They de 


* 5 * . 
214 


n 
a dane Geod40 tht ** reftion of Life, and they that 
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| hawe done Evil to the Reſurrection of Damnation. 
With what new Qualities the Bodies of the Wicked 


ſhall rife, I'll not determine, becauſe the Scripture is 


ſilent in the matter: This I may venture to affirm, that 


they l be ſo fram'd as to undergo what ſhall be allotted 


them to ſuffer ;; as for their being Immortal, tis 


that they may exiſt under the greateſt and moſt 
exquiſite Torments. ' So that the departed Spirits 
of the Wicked muſt needs tremble, u hile they ex- 
peck the Reſurrection of their vile Bodies to be re- 


join'd to their guilty. Souls, which together ſhall ſaer 
ſhame and everlaſting contemt. 


There are other Inferences which might be deduc'd, 


but I forbear, and ſhall now proceed to conſider the 


ſecond Senſe which Interpreters give of the Change 


mention'd in the Text, and that is, he Change we 
paſs under at Death. Underſtanding the words thus, 
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as they repreſent the pious Diſpoſition, and the firm 
Reſolution of Job, with reference to his own Death, 
tis neceflary. that I briefly touch on theſe four things. 
Firſt, That I treat of Death under the Notion of a 
: "Change: Bd „ 


1 þ . 1, Sreondly, That J conſider this Change, as appointed 


or predttermin'd, 


_. + Thirdh, That I tell you what is imply'd, in 4 . 


bon waiting for the appointed time of his Change. 


ef} Four thly 7 The Uſfe and I mprovement of the w hole. 


FUVHairſt, I am to treat of Death under the Notion of a 
bange. And the Text confines me to ſpeak concern- 


ig this Change as it reſpects a good Man, tho there are 


5 


fame- things that are common both to the Righte- 
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aus aud the Wicked-in- this great Change; which will 


una 
: 7 2 x ; 1 
* . * 


ä — ͤQ ———— ³¹ — 


I. William Sollias. 
unavoidably fall in: Yet I ſhall principally inſiſt uy 23 
this Change as it refers to the Rigfſteous. And. 
- » (1) Death diſſolves the cloſe Union that Heaven 
| hath ſtruck betwixt Soul and Body. Indeed, the As. 
dus of this Union will remain a puzling Inquiry, even 
among Men of the deepeſt penetration: but this we 
know in regard of its Effects, Tis a Union ſo cloſe 
and near, that the Spirit cannot grjeve without affect 
ing the Body, nor the Body receive a Wound, with- 
out occaſioning a painful Senſation in the Mind. Yet 
Death parts theſe near Aſſociates, and fixes em a great 
diſtance one from the other. The Fabric of the Bo- 
dy {hal} moulder into Duſt, and the Spirit that ani- 
mated it ſhall be recall'd by him that farm d it. Fhes ©: 
hall the Duſt return to the Earth, as it was, and the Spirit Esel. 1.7. i 
unto God that gave it. Now the beſt of Men cannot 1 
paſs under this Change without ſome natural Reluc 1 
tancy. The Apoſtle Paul, who had 2 deſire to depart, Phil. r... 
and to be with Chriſt, ſignified, that he was not deſirous 
to be unclothed, i. e. to die merely that he might put | 
off his Body, and be rid of one conſtituent. Part of 
himſelf; but that he might be clothed upon, that is, 
that he might have immediate Glory and Bliſs, in re- 
gard of his Soul, and that hereafter his / Body. might 
de glorified in conjunction with his happy Spirit. 
Thus you ſee Death makes a great Change, but tis 
the way to Immortality; and tho it parts theſe dear 
Intimates, yet the Righteous are not hereby remov cd 
from their Happineſs, but raisd to a better enjoꝝy- 
ment of it, as the following Particulars will more ful- 
ly demonſtrate. „ hip ee, 
. * (z.) Death changes the Place and Abode of a good 
Man. The Body that walt d upon this Earth, is 4. 
rid under it, and fix d in the common Repoſitory of 
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25 Dead: the Soul that us'd to be aſpiring aſter 


mmunion with God, is immediately caught up to 
Heaven with him. Here the Spirit of. a good Man 


ſojourns in a frail Tabernacle, but at Death it ſhall be 
received into Everlaſting Habitations: Sd that in re- 


- . gardof his Soul he exchange for Hea: 
_ ſpeftof his Body, he parts with his Dwelling for a 
Coffin, / his Ornaments for a Shroud, and his eaſy Bed 


ges Earth for Heaven; in re- 


for a dark and ſilent Graye. Indeed, there are but a 


few Souls that have ground to hope for the farmer, 


therefore the generality of Men dread the latter. 


88.) As conſequent hereupon, the Righteous at 
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on Earth; to join with the General Aſſembiy and 
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Death change their Society, and that much for the 
better. In this World, the Children of God are con- 


ſtrain d to converſe with the Heirs of Hell. Now as 


theſe two Off. ſprings have different Parents and diffe- 
retit Intereſts: So they have vaſtly different Inclinati- 


ons, which muſt make their converſing together very 


diſagreeable, and occaſion much trouble and ſorrow 
to the Righteous. But Death, which lets em out of 


this World, will let them into another, where they 
_ ſhall have 


the beſt Men have their Imperfections; and tho they 


are Children of the ſame Father, Diſciples of the 


fame Lord, Heirs of the ſame Kingdom, and are tra- 
under the Influence of the ſame. Spirit to the 
yet they are too apt to fall pat 
. So that ſometimes the Converſation of 


Id Men proves a Scandal and Grief to one another; 


but ſo ſoon as they are abſent from their Bodies, and 


preſent with the Lord, they ſhall enjoy the moſt 
ſweet and endearing Society. Death lets em aut of 
Priſon into Paradiſe, they leave the Cummanian of Saints 


Church 


1 MF. William Collins. 
they ſhalInot only aſſociate with the Spirits of Juft- 
Mien conſummated, and with an innumerable Com- 
pany of Angels; but that which is beſt of all, they 
ſhall be prefent with Jeſus the Mediator of the New 
Covenant, who has endear'd' himſelf to em by his 
indefeQive Obedience, unparallePd Sufferings, by his 
juſtifying Blood, and renewing Spirit, through which 
they obtair'd a rightful Claim to the Glory of Hea- 
ven, and were render d meet for Converfe with that 
Society to which they areadvanc'd. O ey Change? 
to paſs from a peevith ill-narurd World, inte that 
bleſſed Place where there is fulneſs of "Joy, and Plea. 
fares for evermore ! Where * © there's neither Pride 
© nor Envy, Jealouſy nor Strife, Weakneſs nor Folly,” 
to render them uneaſy'to themſelves, or each other: 
« they are like farting Tapers in à Branch of ur- 
4 niſhed Gold, which ſo mingle their ſeveral Lights, 


«. that at adiftance they ſeem to be but one, tho in- 
e deed they are many. O thrice happy Change! (oO 


» "in a. ” o 


iety, Where 


= 


be raigd to ſuch bleſſed and agreeable Society, whet 
there is not x Sigh heard, a Tear dropt, nor a Com- 

r but all the Signs of Sorrow are utterly 
niſh'd : For as the Inhabitants of Heaven live in 
unſtained Light, ſo they dwell in perfe& Love; and 
while they mingle their Hallelujahs, which they offer 
to him that fits upon the Throne, and tothe Lamb for 
eyer, there is not the leaſt Diſcord, but tlie trueff 
* 4.) As there is a Change of Society confequent on” 
Death, ſo there will follow a Change of Work aud Ker, 
ployment. * While we carry  abour us ah enſharing, 
e 1985.96 1900 ae I 
Ar. Nathaniel Taylor's Sermon on 2 Cor. 5. 8." Pag. 11. 1 
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mortal Body, we muſt, watch and pray, combat —Y 
:Gght ; but at Death our Warfare ſbal be _ accom 25 
We ſhall have run our Race, finiſh'd our Courſe, and 
ſought the good Fight; and tho we die  ſerugling. with 
the Enemies of our Salvation, we ſhall die wj&oriows, 

for every true Saint dies more than 4 Here e Want 
him that hath loved him. 

Here we are forced to be conſtantly on our guard, 
and often to be actually engag d with Principalities and 
Powers; but when our Bodys drop into the Earth, 
and our Souls aſcend to Heaven, we ſhall enter into 
Manſions too high for the Storms of this Region, and 

B too ſtrong for the Attacks of Devils. Now, I ſay, 
|  _. as we ſhall change our Place and Society, ſo we ſhall 
our Work —— — for no Change can free 
1 us from the Duty we owe to our God. That we 
ſhall perform Duties in Heaven, is beyond all doubt; 
tis 3 to think that Angels and Men ſhould. 
dream away Eternal Ages in doing nothing. Indeed, 
the extent of our Miniſtration in Heaven, I mean 
the whole of what we ſhall do and injoy in the inviſi- 
ble World, we muſt be content to be ignorant of, till 
we have pass d out of Time into Eternity. This we 
know in general, there will be no need of Goſpel- 
Ordinances, nor of the exerciſe of Suffering Graces ; 
but we ſhall love God, and admire him, adore 
and praiſe him, know him, and be like him, and un- 
weariedly contemplate his Glory with new Extaſy, 
and Eternal Wonder. In a word, we ſhall be deli- 
ver d from all Moral and Penal Evils, and be advanc'd 
to the higheſt Happineſs and Glory, a Happineſs that 
ſhall be as durable as the Author of it. Finally, this 
Happineſs ſhall a Death. Tara pi upon the Change 
we n under at Death. * a Spirit uncloth'd =o 


* 


its Body, — A State, none 
ean deny that own the Immortality of the Soul. 
Moreover, a good Man' 8 Soul is as fit for Heaven in 
articulo Mortis, as ever it will he. There is no reſining 
Fire to purify departed Spitits : The Popiſh Purgatory 
is an abſurd and, viſiemiry thing, 79 great Dii- 
honour upon the Sacrificè of Chriſt; however ir may 
promote the ſecular. Intereſt of the Prieſts... Again, 
Chriſt hath made ever thing ready to receive allthat 
die in the Lori; and there are many places of Scrip- 
ture that either plainly expreſs it, or from 2 it 
may be clearly inſer' d. One that plainly expreſſes it, is 
our Saviour's agnes the Thief on the Croſs; 4nd 
5 Jeſus 8 auto — V. 3 I.ſꝙ anto thee, to day ſbalt Luke 2 
| with me in Paradiſe. And another from which 4 
it _ be ſtrongly infer'd, is that of the Apoſtle Paul; 
For I am in 4: ſtrait, lewis vo; han de 
part and to bewith Chriſt, which is far, letter. 
the Apoſtle, who livd a Liſe « . 
So d here, had not expected upon his Death preſent- 
1y to have pass di _ the bliſsful Freſence of his Lord, 
we cannot rationaſly think he would have been in any 
ſtrait, to have Kd bis e for certainly a = 
tle enjoyment of God here, is far better than no en- 
joyment at all; for none therec n be if the Soul falls in- 
to a deep Sleep, and paſſes into an unactive State. But 
this Notion I have elſewhere confuted, and therefore 
ſhall haſten to the ſecond General Head, wack 5 


1 Gaddinls To ſhew you that the Time a our. Change 
by Death is appointed or predetermined; about 
which it will be neceſſary briefly to ſtate the Matter, 


and then to prove it. I ſhall exphin ey that ihres be: 1 4 


* itions, to vent Miſtakes, | 
_— W 1 h 
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(19 No Man's Pays « are fo determi, 228 to 4 
as the neglect of P or the diſuſe of Hood or 
3 Phyſick. He that has df in his own Couneil how y 
: long we ſhall live, — determin'd that — 
Food ſhall ſupport our Lives, and' Medicines corre 
thoſe Maladies that infeſt our Bodys. 
The Word of God directs us in a time of Sickineſs, 
and Danger to look up to Heaven; for tho he already 
knows what we want, yet he wit] ſtill be enquir d of 
dy us for all we need. And indeed under all our ill- 
. mes d indiſpoſition-of Body, we are principally and 
3 _ D we 3 . 
"Mþ lawfull 8 to P Aſa might 
A 2 Chron. very . have fought to t be — — 
16. 12. fore his Sin did not lie in a bare Applieation to them, 
hut in his ſeeking to e Phys, and aua to God. 
And this gives me a fair oecaſion to reprove the mad- 
neſs, and cenſure the folly..of ſome 'pretenders to 
Relig ion, he ſeldom concern themſelves about their 
Souls, , tilt cho Phyſirians have-piven'over their Bodys. 
As paſt cure; ky Miniſter is the laſt Perſon that is 
ee tho he has more to do with the 1 
anyof the great Maſters of the othey. Faculty. Yet a- 
as! the ſick Perſon muſt be with Opiats, and 
brought into che very Agonies of Death, before we 
dan have ahop a, of een or pray. 
ing witli him. 
(e.) The 1 of wicked: Men, through Intem- 
perance and other Vices, are much ſhorter than in 
numan probability they might have been according to 
2 ne, Th . 2 — _ has 1 
| Broy, 19: Us, wo ar of the Lo mg Dis; at. 
f - the Wicked ſpall — A Man 
and ä n * _ 
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aà fatal neceſſity; of Self- murder, or the com 


. „ Collar 


a overtake him who gives up himſelf to Faſſion, 
and runs into all exceſs of Riot. Solomon (| 1 = 
the Fear of God, or Religion, ſays, It ſhall be: Health: bros 3.3. "Mi 
to thy Navel, and Marrow to thy Bones, Theſe words. "3 
are not to be underſtood, as if Religion would main- 
tain ſuch as imbrace it in a conſtant. ſtate of Health: 1 
No, but that the Virtues it recommends. are proper to 
promote Health, and to prevent Diſeaſes. For now 
thing is more evident, than that ſome through their 
Exceſſes corrupt the Maſs of their Blood, and — 4 
Rottenneſs into their Bones, by which means they 
live leſs time than might have been expected accord- 
ing to the courſe of Nature. Tis plain, that ſome .) 4 
die in Touth, becauſe their Life is among the Unclean. * Job36. ud; 1 
(3 Tho God has fix d the Period of Human Life, : 
any Perſon under 


yet it is not ſo determin'd as to lay 


of any other Sin that may haſten his Death. Wha, 
Chriſt himſelf ſuffer d, was accordin tothe deternvi-. 
nate Counſel and Foreknowledg of God: Yet that did 
not fix, either Judas that betray'd him, or the Jews: 
that crucified him, under ſuch a fatal neceſſity of com- 
mittiog thoſe Facts, as to force the Faculties of their 
Souls: to ſuppoſe which would be at once to render 
them innocent, and to make God the Author of their: 
Sin; a Conſequence not leſs blaſphemous, than the 
Principle i is abſurd from which it is infer d. Sointhe 
Caſe before us, tho God has fix d the Period of Hu- 
man Life, yet not ſo as to conſtrain any one to put an 
end to his own Days: if any Man forfeit. his Life to 
publick Juſtice, and ſa. his Days are rat off in —— 
midſt, the Sins that brought him to his ſhameful Exit 
are not. to be charg'd on the Divine Decrees, but on 
the Le le and obſtinacy of hisown Will. 
= D 2 Having 


* * ja. — — " of 7 : 
- — 
Fd 


o — % r . re” ̃]⁰ e. §—¾!. ,, on — 
* 8 * 1 9 9 
\ * C 
* 1 
2 . 
* 


Time to ie. 


compass of his Decrees. 
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ich tid Baie us Mts, f wan env” 
to prove that God hath” edeternin'd, and fr he” 
Period of "Humun Life. Fam Well aware le I am 


"es on a very nice and dilputable Point, but my 


Time will not alſow me to wade into the Controverſy yg 
I ſhall therefore undertake, -in' a very few words, to 
eſtabliſh the Principle which 1 think is advanc'd i in 'the | 


Fext (u nderftanding” the Change mention d in it 


of Death) by other parts of Divine Revelation. 
The Holy Scriptures aſſure Us, That to e 2 thing 


theres 4 Seaſon, and 4 Time to every Purpoſe under 


Heaven; i. e. a Time fix d in the Divine Hecrees: : 
and 'tis preſently ſubjoin'd, A Time ts be born, and 4 
reover, if God: ith provecermin'd 
— 55 — 7 moment, it ſeems dee to ee 
that 8 O ter importance e wit in the 
ng — Phe A poſtle Paal in his 
Oration te the Athenians affitms, der God hath de- 


7 reid, notonly the Times before" appointed, hut fix*d* 


the Bounds of Mens Habitat ions. If the Places of our 


Dwellings are prederermin'd,” ach more the Period, 
of our Lives, SHI IS 2 N 


gam, it muſt be allow'd that its Time of out 


_ Blefſed Saviour's Deith,as Well as of his Nativity, was 


Peg wg in the Eternal Counſel of God: For as 


he came into the World in the Fulneſs of Time, ſo he 

went got out of it till that Time was fully come 
Which the Father had determin'd he ſhould continue 

here: Therefore 'tis ſaid of his Enemies, that tho 


they" "ſou gb. tb take him, yet no Man laid hands on him 


they were reſtrainꝰd) becauſe his Hour was not Jer 
ans ee Chrift was made like. to us in all 


Feed io that think it not un 
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mh William MES 


is preditermitid; as well as that of our Saviotir's; - 81% 
There are ſeveral other Mediums that Learned Men 
g0 upon in this Controverſy,” which I ſhall not ſo 
much as name; Lhave time only to refer you to two} = 

ample Teſtimonies of Seri which I think, will: - 
both elucidate and confirm the matter; 1s there gor alen 7. 7. . 
inted time to Man upon Earth ? Are nat hi Digi 2 2 80 
like the Days of an Hireling! Both of theſe Queſtions: 
carry in — a ſtrong Affirmation: Is there: nat a e ʒ 
pointed Time to Man apon Earth ? 4. d, Yes, there cer - 
tainly is, God hath fix dt and appointed fuch an Space 
ef Time for his continuance: in this W. orld. Are nos 5 
bis Days alſo like the Days of un Hireling'? i. They 

N are. And this W illuſtrates and confirms 

the Matter: Arn hatly a Time of Service pre: 
fix d, which when expit' de he is diſcharg' di from his = 
Labour: S0 8 liv'd to the Period Heaven 
has fix d, can continue in this World no loſiger z as 
another Paſſage i im the Book of Job does expreſſy af · 
firm; Seeing his Days are derermin d, and the Number Job 14. . 

of his Months: are with: thee; thouchaſt — hin 
Bounds vhas e paſs. . Duel haſten ? 4 

| 76 {807 OIVESTE 2807 ami 3013 3s 3:1] e 
7 birdly, Totell 6 Whats is im * A | good 
Man's waning NOX appointed Time of his Change. 
1, It ſuppoſes. and implys an Apprehenſion and: 
Perſwaſion, that the Change he expects will he ſor his 

Advantage. It may be ſaid- of à threaten'd:Miſery;/ 
that People ratlier Fear its approachʒ than mit ſot its 
coming; Waiting is an Act of Hope, and the 5 
Object of Hope is an abſent Good. 1 enz Rom. 6. 
is not Hope; for what 4 Man ſcethi i mig dothohe bs 


- HS 


_ hope for; But if ne what me {ee not, them do 
2 4 Evil conſiderd an fun 
" | ture 
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5 Change; | 
a King of Terrors, but the Righteous wait for it as 
a Meſſenger of Peace: and the reaſon of both is ob- 
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uy is the Object of Fear; but be- 
ing preſent, it's the Occaſion. of Sorrow, But what 
We are faid to hope and wait for, we apprehend as 
good: 80 that ſuch as wait for their great _—_— a- 
right, 3 on Death as a Friend, and not as an 
he Wicked rather fear than wait for their 
they think of Death under the Notion of 


_ for the former at Death quit their imaginary. 
neſs for real Miſery, "whereas the latter have 
ground to believe they ſhall paſs from an imper- 


8 ect, to the moſt deſirable 0 compleat ee 
God. 


- 2D; This Waiting impl à profound ſubmiſſion to 


the Willof God, both 2 reſpe&t to the fixed Time 


| ef this Change, and the Things that lead to it. 


(A.) This waiting for our Change, implies a pro- 


found ſubmiſſion to. the Will of God, in regard of 
that Time he has fix d for it. We may all ſay with 
THaxc, Me know not the Day of aur Death; yet if we 
Wait for our Change aright, part 
this Liſe at the time that Heaven hath appointed, _ = 
it ſooner or later. O ſays ſuch a Soul, He that is the 
Lord of all my Time, has a Right to contract or 
* N He that breath'd into me the Breath of 


may ſtop it when he pleaſes, and call hack that 


Spirit which he firſt _ Lam content with God's 


ime of my Exit, becauſe he is ins 


rmining the 
wiſe, and can beſt order the Seaſon of my Re- 


| © "moral our of chis World, who Erd the Moment of 


my. coming into it. 597% BY] 
This waiting for our Change, len Sub 
mon co che Will of Gad, in 3 AMiQtir 


| 15. wilt u Colts: © "rm 

ons he ſhall think fit to ay | Upon us in the wy gle —— 
There are a great many ood .* = 
5 Tr 


ulties that mo 


Men ſtruggle through, before they arrive at that 
where che ticked cafe f. from troubling, and the Weary art 
4 reſt. Beſides the Cares and Difappointments r 
this Life, beſides the Treachery of pretended Friends, 

and ws Malice of open Enemies; there are Hoſts 8 

of Diſeaſes that our Bodies are incident to, ſome Toath- 

ſome, and others painful, that try the Gracæs of good | 

Men to the utmoſt, ſo that cer oy are aware, 
they ſlide into Fits of Impatience: but the Grace © of 
God, that has the Aſcendent in their Souls, Toon 'cor- C4 
rects their Diſorders, and ſilences theit Complaints; AH. 
then, like the Holy Pſalmiſt in his Afflictions, they. are- 

dew, and o g bil 2 , becauſe. GEM A, 

or being atisfied wit G s: appaintin e time ot 

their Death, they are allo willing ,to mee thoſe 

intermediate Evils which he ſees fit to bring upon em, y 
to-weaken their ſtrength in the ay, till they fiok down: —_— 
into the Duſt of th, And by FOE, bal „ 

ment as Children, they are neither Rupid ner i amp © 7 
ent, they do not dr 270 the chaftening. of: the, 1 off "ar. 

Faint when they are EA of re, IE ES + 

' implics' a hiking ir : 


(3.) Waiting for our Change, 
frequent and Rows Reflections on the ſortneſs aud 


= o our 1 fi 5 TRE ari 972 0 

is great Cha ently: conſiders how, With 
his Time ea, and ne 0 there will be a Fe = 
put to it: That he is not to continue long in 9 „ 
World, but is haſtening to the other. Tis. remark- I 
able, chat tho Jacob, he had liv'd x30 Years, When he 
ſtood before re Ween Vet he lets him know,that the days. 
of the years of bis "Life were bat few, as well as 8 1 
But alas, how much is Human Life ſhorten'd fince . 


by”. : 
SD * — 


char 


— 


8 „ Phan n 
ime. I obſerve, that Job in the Text reſolves to 
17510 the Days of his po ah) Time: He does not 
Tpeak of Weeks, or Months, or Years, but of Days, 
Rint to denote the brevity of Human Life. The 
Jam. 4. 14. Apoſtle James compares our Life to 4 V. our, which 
FJyppfareis for 4 little time, and then vanijbtth ama). A 
. i8 A fit Repreſentation of the Life of' Man, for 

= the ſhortnels 0 of its continuance, and the ſuddenneſs _ 
its departure. Now he that waits for his Change a- 
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_ right, lives. every day as if it were to be his laſt: I 
. koow ſays fuch a Divine Soul, «he Time is ſbort, and 

co it will not be long before the Angel ſhall ſwear by 
Him that lives for ever and ever; that Time ſhall be no 
more; and ſince my Time is ſa ſhort and uncertain, I 
will W 8 my ſelf like a Srranger upon Earth, and 
of Heaven, and will couſtantly beg, That ; 
teach me. fo. namber my Bus. that T may. 
rH to Wiſdom 
5 Waiting for our Leit C hange, implies the ex- 
of- tlie tel. Diligence to De alfa prepar d 
5 r 1 Eyery true Saint is habitually ready the Death, 
l Se are Hut a very few that are ul, prepar d: 
all that are brought into a State of Recondiliation with 
Hob, and heres. to Chriſt, that are juſtified by his 
Blond andrenew'd by his Spirit, are habitually fit to 

&? Bur an actual preparatior'! for Death, ſuch as tlie 
E Had, wen in ſo” great a degree he Was 
crucified to this World, 2 and the World to him, that 
he could fay,-.He was willing rather to be abſent from 
_ the, Boch ad pr 1 * with the Lord, but very few. en- 
joy: however ſuch an excellent Temper. is labour d 

after by all ſuch as wait aright for their great * | 
7 e now to the ans of tbe whole. 
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% 1 infer, That Coq never geſgmdahis egi — - | 
| Wor la for our Eternal Abade. ; Here we have no con- 1 
tinuing City, the Faſhion of this World is paſſing a- 


way; this can't be the Center of our Reſt, becauſe 


there is nothing in it to ſatisfy the boundleſs Cravings 

of an Immortal Spirit. We ſhould not be in a wait- 

ing poſture, if we had hope only in this Life: but, bleſ- | 
{ed be God, we that are Chriſtians have ſolid ground 
to expect a better and a more durable State; this Life 
inſenſibly glides away like a rapid Stream, and it will 
not be long e er the time of waiting for our Change by 


Death ſhall be over; and tho after, this we ſhall ex- 


pect with pleaſure the ReſurreQion of our Bodies, yet 
in the intermediate Space we ſhall enjoy ſuch teſin d 
Delights as ſhall give us, not only a juſt Idea of tat 
State we were. originally deſign'd for by the Author \ *2i 

| | of the Plea 3 


ol our Beings, but an experimental Reli 
ſures belonging to it. 


(.) How ſtupid and criminal are ſuch, who in- 


* 


ſtead of daily expecting their great Change, baniſh all 
ſerious Thoughts of Death from their Minds; who 
pat the evil Day far from them, and cannot tell how ta 
think of the Horror and Silence of the Grave, that 
they muſt be buried out of ſight, and lie in aBedof ._ 
Stench and Rottenneſs. T-confeſs, if the thruſting - 
theſe Thoughts from your Minds would prevent hg 
Change, there would be ſome ſhew of Reaſon in what 3 
you do: But alas, whether you think of Death or e 2 
not, it is making haſty Advances towards you; there- 
fore be prevail'd with to give your ſelves the bores, £7 
of a few ſerious Thoughts about this Matter. Will 


our Change be the better, or the eaſier to come, if unt. 


- Iook'd for? No ſurely, but much the worſe, for then 
it will overtake you while you are unprovided for it:: 
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75 - A Funeral Sermon on : 

And what will be the Conſequence of that? Why, im- 
mediately after your falling by the fir Death, youl 
ink down under the Power of the ſecond Death. 
Tou'l not only be ſwalom d up in the Heart of the 

Earth, but drop imo a Lake of Fire. O, be no longer 
unconcern d about your great Change, but familiarize 

the Thoughts of Death, and reſolve with Job in the 

Text, To watt all the Days of your appointed Time till your 
3) If the Inhabitants of this lower World have 

_ reaſon to expect ſuch a Change as you have heard, 

den none of chem are fit Objects of our Truſt; Thoſe 
tllat ſhare the greateft Honours both in Church and 

State, are as frail as Perfons in the moſt abject condi- 

tion. Therefore, Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is 


IIA. 2. 22, 


in his Woſtrils: for wherein « he to be accounted of ? 
Dor't place a mighty Confidence in your Rich and 
Potent Friends; for if they ſhould not alter in their 
Neſpects to you, yet this Change of Death may over- 
„  tekerhem, beforecheyhhave dene pot ibe Service you 
expected from em. Pur not pour iraſt in Princes, nor 
3 vn he Son of Man, in whom there is no help; his Breath 
Qui forth, be returneth to his Earth, in that very day his 
. FThogghts periſh. But make ſure of an Intereſt in an 
unchangeable God, a God that abideth the ſame, of 


- 


whoſe Tears there is no end; a God, whoſe Love is, like 

Himel, Unchangeable and Everlaſting. — 
> - P(4J If God has predetermin'd the Period of Hu- 
5 AN Lie then we ought not to be anxioufly deſirous 


E tirdlie before the Time that He has fix d. I know that 
„ ._ fome.good Men, under great Afflictions, have choſe 
bun $i Lnbling, and Death rather than Life: And with 
= £9 me have wiſh'd for the Hour of their 
eparture out of this miſerable World. But this * 

| . Be FFF 
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Mr. William Collins  -35. 1 
their Infirmity and indeed.is too common a Crime a. — 
mong ſome People, who upon ſmall Provocations, as 
well as under greater Trials, raſhly wiſh they were 
dead, not ſeriouſly conſidering how great a Change 
Death will make. For a Man to wiſh he were dead, is 
to deſire his Eternal State may be determin'd ;, and to 
do this precipitantly, when he knows not whether he 
{ſhall go to Heaven or Hell, be ſav'd or damn'd, is 
frenzy and madneſs. Moreover, for ſuch as have 
good Hope, through Grace, of being happy - aſter. 
Death, yet impatiently to deſire their. Diſfalyzion, 
barely on the account of the Pains, and, Inconvenien- 
ces they groan under here, tis alſo Criminal. For tho 
the A ile Paul had a defire to depart, and ta be with © 
Chriſt, and was willing rather to be abſent from the Body, . 
and preſent with the Lord ; yet he was content that 
God ſhould chuſe for him: And*cwas not the Trials: 


he met with here, bur. the proſpedt he had of a ee 
raviſhiong and compleat enjoy ment of Chriſt in He-. 


ven, that made him fit fo looſe to this World, Al 


— 


ſire a remove to the other. BONE 9285s a 
.) Let us all live in the expectation of our great 
Change. Why does God chaſten us with ſore. Fains, 
and with pining Sickneſs? but to put us in mind of a. __ 
greater Change that will ſhortly overtake us. And as 
one obſerves, Every dying Lear, every declining. + | 
Day, every drooping Flower and falling, Leah, se ; 
bur ſo many Emblems of our certain Mortality. And + 
alas, if Sickneſs do not blaſt us in the Bud, if we dont 
wirher in the Bloom of Youth, the ſlower Decays.af 
Age will be ſure to mar our Beauty, and. cauſe us. to 
bend towards the Earth, till we drop into that fromm, 
whence we were taken. O, Who of us are in 4 
whifing Frame, Woking AnLeIPRnng when. we:ſhall: 


% 
— % has 


. LLIVS, whom God has ſuddenly re. 
ZVV us. I... 
A deſign nota Hiſtory of his Life, nor am I capable: 
to delineate the feveral Branches of his Character; yet 
ſomething I would ſay, that may give you an Idea, 
t⸗ho it be not ſo perfect a one as I could wiſh, of this 


4 Proficiency therein ſoon appear'd ; and after he. had 


5 M. William Collins. 5 
Was 8 that he diſcover'd an Inclination to Stu- 


| dy and Books, and his Progreſs: in Learning was ſwift 
and ſure. When he had paſſed thro Grammar Learn. 
ing, and had had the Approbation of one of the moſt 


ſevere Criticks of the Age, he began to travel; and if Dr. * | 1 


I miſtake not, before that time God had made him ſen- 
ſible of Sin, and drawn him to his Son. When he 
came abroad, not going ſo far as he at firſt defighn'd; 
he remain'd a Conliderable time in France and Italy; 
where he finiſh'd the Courſe of his other Studies prepa= 
ratory to that of Theology, to- Which he cloſely m 
plied himſelf upon his Return to England... 
I ſhall not mention the encouraging Offers he int to 
join with the National Church, Which he or - "hi 
refus'd ; for *twas: Conſcience. not Humour that made 
him a Biſſenter. if 
. L.neednot ſay how well he was s proper d te the stu- 
dy of Divinity by Nature, Learning and Grace, for his 


paſs'd a little time - pads I inthe. Country, he had's 
very remarkable. Call by this Church: for the very 
he receiv*d the Leas that invited him to 4 

be had ſolemnly kept by himſelf in Faſting and Pray- 

er, for Direction about duns of himſelf for t 

conſtant Exerciſe of his Miniſtry; and receiving this 
in the Cloſe of that very Day, Joobed on it as an 
Anſwer of Prayer, and therefore conſented to 'make 
you a Viſit, which having done, and this Church hav- 
had ſufficient Proof of his real Piety, as well as of lis 
Gifts and Abilities, you gave him a unanimous Call to: 
the Paſtoral Office. . And how well he roſe up tothe: - 
Qualifications: of an Evangelick -Biſhop or Elder, as: 
recited by the Apoſtle Paul, you of thisChureh know,” 2 
| and : believe. will own, That he was. n; 45 the. - 


Steward. 1 4 
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E 451. 7 3 of God, not elf fewilld, abt fron every, not 


> 


LN. 


of Bis Miniſtry, were the great and i 


How welt did be dil 
an Sanditication, 

neſs of chr, without utidervaluing the Work of tlie 

N Spicir! 30 char his Sermons were uleful tinder the In- 

luence af Divine Grace, to conve 

eeulighten and eſtabliſh, being drawn- from the Foun- 


ing rat che beſt Crivicks Antient and Modern; chte 5 
Mean p11 rebar TRE [ear 


gien to Wine, uc Striker,” not given to filthy Lucre + 


But "a: Lover e Hoſpitality, 4 Lover of good Men, So- 


_ ber, Ju, Holy , Temperate : Holding' faft the faithful 


Word as he had beim taught, being able by found Doctrine, 


bush to exhort and convince Gainſapers. He was apt to 


teach, and able 


upon a ſudden to bring forth ſomething 


proper for the uſe of edifying, out of that excellent 
* Divine Know ledg chat he had treaſur'd up; 


e e than once, when diſappointed of Ll 55 
Help he expected, gone into the Pulpir, and preach- 


end an excellent Sermon in the Opinion of competent 
70 Jud es. Let tho he was thus quilted, he did not ſerve 


nor you with that which coſt him nought, but 


apply himſelf to cloſe Study for every Sermon when 


ould admit. 
5F he Subjects he ordinarily inſiſted on iu kh Courſe 

mportant Truths 
eff the Goſpel, which he handled with great judgment 
and Clearneſs. How would he open dhe Miſeries of 


the Fall! And in lo moving a manner would he dif- 
courſeof the Excellency of Chriſt, and the Virtues 


of his Blood; and his willingnelF to ſave poor awake- 2 
nech burdued Sinners 


vpuiſh- betwint Juſtifiearici 
; exaltinp' the Imputed Righteouf- 


rt and edify, to. 


Lol Fruth the Shred: Scriptures; witli which! 
conver dintheiriOriginal Languages, hav. 
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pit nnn well as thoſe of che meabeſt Capa 

Ile did not affect a flaunting ſwelling Stile, b Is 

ways ſpoke what was Strong and Manly, nn 
the Weight of thoſe Truths he deliver d. He -did 
not ſtudy to amuſe, bur inſtruct his — not d 


much regarding what would pleaſe as profit them, al- 
8 having on his Mind a Henke! of the Worth of 


way 
Souls; and cherefore he coniſtantly adviſedſhis Brethren = 
of the Miniſtry-to take the greateſt Care they could to 


help for ward the Salvation of Sinners, to exalt SING „ 


and not preach themſebbes.. 
le had a rich Stock of Expcricocs ag well as of viſe 


ful Knowledg; he felt hat he preach'd, and liv don 
that Food he imparted-to others. I. don't mention his 
Skill in Phyſick, which he had well ſtudied, as being 
no Branch of his Character as a Divine. Yor under 
all theſe excellent Artainments he was one of the moſt 
modeſt humble Men that ever I cod unh. Ho 
did this Grace malte him ſhine! which is aue af che 
bri 
1 low would he ſtoop for Peace! And 
| would' he beat with the Infirmities of his weak Bre. 
thren! That ſuch as would not be wrought upon by the 
Strength of Reaſon, might be melted. hy bis Conde. 
ſcenſion and good Nature. He was Prudent as wellas 
Peaceable, Charitable as well as Courteous, one that 
could forgive and forget Injuries, one that was above: 
reſenting the Affronts that ſome: Men love to offer.” 
to Perſons of his Character. He was not addicted to 
| utter hard Cenſures of ſuch as differd from him in 
leſſer Matters, but had a Love for all Saints, and con. 
ſtantly exercis'd himſelf in this, Tokeep « Conſciency voids | = 
of Offence towards God and towards Man, He was a Fer- 


Y ſon of udaffected ſteddy 1 free from the wild _ 
= nee 


eft Ornaments of the Chriſtian Life.- - B 


5 4 Funeral Sermon on 
tures of Enthuſiaſm, and the dull Formalitys of Superſti- . 
tion. When he was not diſcourſing of profitable things; Þ 
be generally imploy d himiſelf in Meditation; for ordi- 

|  marily when he leſt his Studies and came abroad, in the 
42JKaſter part of the day, he uſually fixt on ſome Text of 
SGWͤcripture for the Subject of his Meditation as he paſs'd 
the Streets; ſo that he had a conſtant ſavour of Di- 
vine Things on his Spirit; and like the Wiſe Man 
ſpoken of in the Book of Proverbs, His Lips did diſ- 
perſe Kpowledg. He was very communicative, and 
ready to inform thoſe he convers d with. And I muſt 
ever own, to the Honour of his Memory, that he ac- 
ted towards me, not only like a Friend but a Father, 
dbeith in directing and incouraging me in my Studies. 
He has often cleat'd up that to my Underſtanding, 
| which before was - perplext and obſcure. He has 
DK pray'd with me, and comforted me, but he is abſent ;. 
| O howdo I miſs my Guide and my Friend? And do 
not you, my Brethren? Iam ſure you do. What is 
the Lord a doing! WhatRemoves has he made! How, 


- 


can we forbear to cry out, O the Chariots of Iſrael, and 
the Hoy ſemen thereof ! FVV |= 
As for you that were under his Care, you lay near 
his Heart; and how greatly he long d for you all in the 
Bowels of Chriſt,” I am his Witneſs: I, did I ſay? 
the God in whoſe preſence I ſtand, and at whoſe Bar 
I muſt ſhortly appear, is his Witneſs, I ſpeak this with 
ſo great ſolemnity, becauſe he mention'd it to me with 
ſuch Affection and Tears, and told me how glad he 
would have been to have ſeen you ſettled with a Judi- 
cious Learned Miniſter before he died; but God ſaw 
meet to remove him before this deſirable thing was 
WWW 
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Nr. William Collnjs. 7 
Indeed he was not appreheſſive of his Death in te 
time of his laſt Hlneſs, but had ſome kind of hope that 
he ſhould have recover'd. Vet I cannot but look on it 
as a remarkable Providence, that he ſhould be directed 
zin the courſe of his Miniſtry to fix on thoſe words, 


* x * . 


Then ſaith heunto his Diſciples, The Harveſt truly is Mats. 
plenmous, but the Labourers are fem; pray ye therefore: 
the Lord of the Harveſt, that he will [ind forth Labou- © 
vers into his Harveſt, And that the Iaſt Sermon he ever 
Preach'd ſhould be from em: I pray God it may 
have a due effect upon all that heard it, for you hear 
im no more. But from the laſt time of his appear- 
ns in the Pulpit, J am preſently brought to his Sick- 


As he was conſtantly calm in his Mind in the time | 
ol his Health, fo he was during his laſt Sickneſs. Up- D 
on the firſt Viſit that J made him, I inquir d how things 
were betwixt God and his Soul? He told me, That. 
he bleſed God all was well: And all along he was very 1 
eaſy with reſpect to Life or Death; he had for a great 

while fat ſo looſe to this World, that he had no ſuch 
deſires of Life as ſhould imbitter his Death, or ſuch 7? 
fears of Death as ſhould render his Life uncomforta- . m 
ble. For when a Miniſter, with whom he was ver 
intimate, took notice of his Weakneſs, and apprehend. A 

ing him in danger, ſaid to him, Sir, I hope you are noc I 
ud to die: He anſwer'd, with great preſtnce of 3 
Mind, and a chearful Countenance, I bleſs God, I haue 
not been afraid to dis this forty Tears. My Brethren, 1 
ſome Men may talk high, and look big when they are 

in Health; but for a Man to ſpeak thus in the view - 
of Eternity, ſeems to argue not only great ſtrength 
of Faith, but a bright and unclouded Affurance of 
 4h6:Divine-Love, 7 1712 00090 HT 
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ile was, during his Illneſs, much inclin d to ſſeep; 
ſo that he ſeldom ſpoke unleſs he was preſs'd to it. 
We were ſometimes ready to flatter our ſelves with 


te expectation of his Recovery, hut a few days put a 


Servant tothe Prince of Peace: He preach'd a Goſpel 
of Peace, and he. had a peaceful Death. Mark the 
Perfect, behold the Upright, for the end of that Man is 
Peace. I know to mention his Death, is like ſtriking 


2 Dagger to ſome of your Hearts, and I confeſs” it 
has almoſt put a Period tomy Diſcourſe. :Þ-wort ſay 


hat I feel- my ſelf, and with what a ſtruggle I ſpeak. 
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dur deceas'd Friend is happy in Heaven, and his Me. 


l ile Ulurobes of Chriſt. And let me add, whatever 
e, 185 have heard, and learn'd, and ſeen in him as a fol- 


„ 


tie Stroke that is given was by the direction of Hea- 
ven; and tho you have loſt a valuable Relation, one 
that is nearer and better is yet left ; Jour Maker is jour 


* Hushand. He that has taken your dear Confort 


dle Stroke. 


to you; t would be an eaſe could I ſtop here, and min- 
"gle my Sighs and Tears with yours. But, my Bre- 
thren, let us abate our Sorrows;. becaufe the Soul of 


mory ſhall be bleſſed upon Earth, Whoſe Praiſe is in 


ower of Chriſt, that oo. 
No to you his ſorrow ful ſurviving Half, conſider 


from you, had a better Right in him than you; there- 
fote a ſubmiſſive, Silence becomes you under this terri- 


= 


T ou the tender Branches of his Family, and the 

Children of his Body, don't forget the Counſel of 
yourdeceas'd Father. Remember the Inſtructions he 
gave you in the Things of God, and the Concerns of 


every one of you ſo ſerve the God of your Father 
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E m World; hae ou ma ſ an Er vin 
| him in the other. . ya : _ iy 
Io you, m y Brethren of the Church; bleſs God 
that you jog yous- Excellent Paſtor fo long, but 
mourn that you got no more good from him who - Fa 
took ſo much pains with you. Indeed your Cireum- 
ſtances are deplorable, God ſeems to have a Ge. 
verſy with you; ſearch out the Cauſes of his Diſplea- © 
ſure, . and humble your Souls before. him, bear one ano- 


thers Burdens, Follow the Things that make for Peace, 


and thoſe 8 you. may edify one another: Be 
_ earneſt at the Throne of Grace; that God would give 


ou a Paſtor after his own Heart, that ſhall feed you 


Wich Knowledg, and help to nouriſh up our Souls to 
Eternal Life. Nom the God of Peace, that brought 4. Heb. 13. 
gain from the Dead our Lord Jeſus C hriſt, the _ 
Shepherd of. the Sheep, through the Blood of the Boe i 
laſting Covenant, make qou perfect in every £008 Work. | 
fo do bis Will, working in you that which is we ps np yy: 

ry at | 


Der- 


in his ſight, through * 2 CO. to. whom be- 


eder. Amen. 


as 
FY 


F 1 N 1 EY 


"ADVERTISEMENT. 


72 E Natural Frailty of Princes — In a 
Sermon preach'd the 29th. of March 1 702. Upon | 
the fad: er, the Death of the late High and! - _ 
| Mighty Prince WILLIAM the Third, King oß © 3 
= Haglan, we. The Oe Edition. By Fo. R 
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